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Questions & answers 
Higher Music – November 2019 webinar
Assignment
Are there any additional performance plan examples?
Due to time constraints, we weren’t able to provide additional performance plan examples during the webinar. However, over the next couple of months, further examples will be published for National 5 and Higher assignments that will contain performance plans to add to those that are already available on the SQA secure site.
What sort of things could a candidate write about when justifying their music ideas? For example, what would you look for if a candidate was explaining why they decided to use a countermelody or why they decided to use a different style of chordal accompaniment?

With regard to the addition of a countermelody, the candidate might justify their decision to include one stating that it was added to enhance the melody and add a different timbre. A different chordal style might demonstrate a more extensive and creative use of harmony and change the mood of the piece. Their precise justification would be dependent on the musical context.
Do you have any advice about submitting serial compositions?
At the recent Advanced Higher understanding standards events, two serial compositions were discussed in detail. These are published on the SQA secure site. It is important that the tone row used is clearly identified by the candidate and it is good practice for the candidate to annotate the score with the different versions of the tone rows used.
Advice was given about possible ways to develop the harmony in the composition by Candidate A. As E flat major is not a Higher concept, why was it used?

Candidate A decided to compose in E flat major. If a candidate has the ability to compose in this or any other key, it is acceptable.
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